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TAIWAN  GROWING  MORE  TOBACCO 

Tobacco  production  in  Taiwan  (Formosa)  in  1957  exceeded  earlier  esti- 
mates and  reached  a  record  ^1,3  million  pounds;  in  1956,  the  crop  was  33.6 
million  pounds.    The  increase  was  due  primarily  to  the  greater  acreage 
harvested  in  1957--2^,000  acres,  compared  with  20,000  in  1956. 


BRAZILIAN  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
LOWER  IN  1957 

Brazil's  exports  of  leaf  tobacco  declined  from  67. 0  million  pounds  in 
I956  to  62.3  million  in  1957'    Most  of  the  drop  was  in  smaller  shipments  to 
West  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  Denmark,  Switzerland,  Uruguay,  and  Tunisia. 
Italy  and  Sweden  took  3«9  an(^  0.6  million  pounds,  respectively,  in  1956, 
but  none  in  1957' 

Spain  was  the  major  customer  last  year,  increasing  takings  to  1^.8 
million  pounds  from  8.5  million  pounds  in  1956. 

Brazilian  leaf  exported  in  1957  averaged  the  equivalent  of  27  U.S. 
cents  per  pound.    Shipments  to  Denmark  and  Uruguay  averaged  k6  U.S.  cents 
each;  those  to  West  Germany  and  Spain  averaged  25  and  20  U.S.  cents  per 
pound,  respectively. 


TOBACCO,  LEAF:    Brazil,  exports  by  country  of  destination,  1955-57 


Country  of  destination  1955 

1956 

:   1957  1/ 

• 

:  1,000 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  pounds 

• 

pounds 

:  pounds 

 :  9,318 

:  13,702 

:  9,960 

 :  9,H7 

:  8,525 

:      111-,  811 

 :  k,66k 

3,036 

:  k,Q9k 

 :       9,370  ■ 

13,688 

:  10,082 

 :        5,171  ' 

5,300 

:  ^,136 

 :  2,213 

3,9^2  : 

 :  180 

:  560 

 :  381 

3,300 

l,9k2 

 :  750 

!  1,160 

:  772 

 :  2,561 

:  3,086 

:  M33 

:  3,1^6 

2,198 

7,577 

:  -9,072 

 :      60, U6l 

67,022 

62,300 

l/  Preliminary 
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EXPERIMENTAL  TOBACCO  WORK  IN 
AUSTRALIA  PROGRESSING 

The  Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Tobacco  Trust  Account  in  Australia 
outlines  the  progress  made  in  systematic  large-scale  tobacco  research.  The 
Tobacco  Industry  Trust  Account  is  a  fund  set  up  to  consolidate  and  oversee 
all  research  in  tobacco  production. 

Due  to  its  permanence,  the  "fund"  has  been  able  to  start  long-term 
research  and  development  projects  on  Australia's  tobacco  problems.  Ex- 
perimental farms  have  been  established  in  producing  areas,  and  additional 
facilities  and  technicians  have  been  supplied  to  existing  projects.  Their 
work  on  development  of  tobacco  types  more  suited  to  Australian  conditions, 
and  on  disease  control  and  mechanical  harvesting,  is  expected  to  result  in 
more  efficient  production. 

DENMARK'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
UP  SLIGHTLY 

Denmark's  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  3  months 
of  1958  totaled  6.9  million  pounds--up  3  per  cent  from  the  6.7  million 
imported  in  January -March  1957* 

Leaf  takings  from  the  United  States  were  about  21  per  cent  larger  than 
in  January -March  1957 •     Imports  from  Brazil  continued  to  decline.    The  U.S. 
share  in  Danish  tobacco  imports  was  5^  per  cent  for  January -March  1953,  com- 
pared with  k6  per  cent  for  the  comparable  period  last  year. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:     Denmark,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 

January -March  1957  and  I958 


Country  of  origin 

: January -March 

: January -March 

:  Percent 

:  1957 

1958 

:  Change 

* 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  pounds 

• 

:  pounds 

Percent 

:       3,072  ; 

3,710 

:  +20.8 

1,605 

:  953 

:        -ho. 6 

652 

:  863 

:  +32.4 

Otner  non-European  countries  l/. . 

:  1,125 

:  98^ 

:  -12.5 

269 

:  kl6 

:  +5^.7 

• 
• 

:  6,723 

:  6,926 

+3.0 

l/  Breakdown  by  country  not  available. 


Source:     Statistik  Vareomsaetningen  Med  Udlandet,  March  1958 
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RHODES IAN  TOBACCO  PRICES  STILL 
BELOW  LAST  YEAR'S 

Rhodesian  flue-cured  tobacco  sold  at  the  Salisbury  auction  averaged 
the  equivalent  of  H3.I  U.  S.  cents  per  pound  in  the  first  16  weeks  of 
1958  sales.    Prices  averaged  1+7.2  cents  for  the  similar  period  of  1957* 
Total  sales  in  the  first  16  weeks ,  at  8l  million  pounds,  were  slightly 
larger  than  the  quantity  sold  during  the  comparable  period  of  1957 • 

ARGENTINA  BOOSTS  CATTLE  PRICES 

Alarmed  by  the  rapid  decline  in  its  cattle  numbers,  Argentina  has 
raised  the  support  price  of  meat  about  35  percent  to  encourage  cattle 
breeding. 

The  new  prices--for  carcasses  at  slaughterhouses --range  from  7.20 
pesos  per  kilo  ($.18  per  lb.)  for  "J"  type  export  steer  sides  weighing  less 
than  ihQ  kilos  (309  lbs.)  to  1.00  pesos  per  kilo  ($.025  per  lb.)  for  over- 
weight sides.    They  are  intended  to  match  increased  supports  on  grain, 
which  are  said  to  have  encouraged  a  shift  from  cattle  raising  to  grain  pro- 
duction. 

Most  recent  estimates  place  Argentine  cattle  numbers  at  about  1+1  mil- 
lion head,  down  6  million  from  1956. 

CANADIAN  RED  MEAT 
CONSUMPTION  STABLE 

Canadian  per  capita  consumption  of  red  meat,  which  had  been  rising 
steadily,  last  year  remained  level  at  the  1956  rate  of  132. 7  pounds, 
according  to  revised  estimates  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 

Reduced  pork  consumption  in  1957  was  offset  by  moderate  increases  in 
all  other  classes  of  meat.    The  outlook  for  1958  is  for  a  reduction  or  no 
change  in  per  capita  beef,  veal,  mutton  and  lamb  consumption  and  an  increase 
in  pork  consumption. 


MEAT:    Canada,  per  capita  consumption  1953-57 


Classification 

;  1953 

195^ 

;  1955 

1956 

1  1957 

• 
• 

:  Pounds 

• 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

Pounds 

Pounds 

65.I 

:  70.2 

69.I 

:  72.0 

:  ih.Q 

8.1 

:       8.6  : 

8.1+ 

8.6  - 

:  9.0 

2. If 

2.5 

:  2.6 

2.6 

:  2.7 

.:  U8.7 

:  1+5.1+ 

1+9-2 

1+9-5 

:  1+6.2 

« 
• 

126.7 

129.3 

132.7 

132.7 
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TAIWAN  RAISING  MORE  HOGS 

Hog  slaughter  in  Taiwan  (Formosa)  has  increased  sharply  in  recent  years 
rising  from  378,288  head  in  19^7  to  over  2,000,000  in  1957— a  gain  of  over 
21  percent  per  year.    Hog  numbers  rose  from  1,006,000  head  to  3,331,000 
during  the  10 -year  period. 

The  Government  of  Nationalist  China,  private  groups,  and  the  U.  S. 
International  Cooperation  Administration  have  worked  together  to  bring  about 
the  increases.    During  the  same  period,  cattle  numbers  also  rose  sharply 
(from  297,700  to  if23,000). 

AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  OUTPUT  EXPECTED 
TO  DECLINE  IN  1958-59 

The  first  official  estimate  of  Australian  wool  output  for  the  1958-59 
season  (July-June)  is  1,336  million  pounds,  grease  basis.    This  is  3  per- 
cent below  the  revised  estimate  of  1,^28  million  pounds  for  the  drought- 
affected  1957-58  season,  which  in  turn  was  9  percent  below  the  record 
output  of  1956-57. 

The  estimate  for  this  season  may  be  conservative,  as  seasonal  conditions 
in  recent  months  have  improved  and  sheep  numbers  appear  to  be  about  the  same  as 
a  year  ago.    Data  on  sheep  numbers  as  of  March  31,  1958,  are  not  yet  availa- 
ble for  New  South  Wales,  but  in  the  other  states  there  was  a  net  increase  of 
1.3  million  head.    However,  it  is  probable  that  this  increase  will  be  more 
than  offset  by  a  decline  in  New  South  Wales,  since  it  is  the  largest  produc- 
ing state  and  was  one  of  those  most  seriously  affected  by  the  drought. 

U.S.  MEAT  IMPORTS 
INCREASE  SHARPLY 

U.S.  meat  imports  during  January -March  I958  were  about  double  those  in 
the  same  period  of  1957.    Beef  imports,  which  increased  almost  3-fold, 
accounted  for  most  of  the  rise.    They  began  to  climb  sharply  during  the 
second  half  of  1957- -especially  boneless  manufacturing  beef.    The  rate  of 
increase  is  expected  to  slacken,  but  1958  beef  imports  probably  will  exceed 
1957  imports. 

Slack  slaughter,  especially  of  low-quality  animals,  has  pushed  manu- 
facturing beef  prices  unusually  high.    Encouraged  by  these  prices  foreign 
producers  have  stepped  up  exports  to  the  United  States  considerably. 

U.S.  imports  of  lamb,  mutton,  and  goat  meat  also  rose  sharply  in  the 
first  quarter  of  1958.    The  greatest  increase  was  in  West  Coast  and  Hawaiian 
receipts  of  mutton  from  New  Zealand  and  Australia.    Although  a  continued 
rise  is  expected  for  the  second  quarter,  the  volume  is  expected  to  decline 
during  the  last  half  of  the  year. 

January-March  pork  imports  were  substantially  the  same  as  a  year  earlier. 
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MEAT  AND  MEAT  PRODUCTS:     U.  S.  imports,  product  weight  basis, 

January -March  1954-58 


Customs  classification              •  1954 

• 

1955 

:  1956 

1957 

1958 

• 

:  1,000 
:  lb. 

1,000 
lb. 

1,000  : 
lb. 

1,000  : 
lb. 

1,000 
lb 

• 

Beef  and  veal:  : 

2,638 

8 

14,030 
650 
3,991 

:  761- 
7: 

15,494: 

923' 
6,220- 

1,059' 
9' 

20,224: 

2,999' 
8,238: 

9,945 
1,413 

26,771 
2^33 

52,826 

21,317 

23,^5' 

32,529' 

93,388 

Pork:  : 

10,778 

27,755' 
3,456 

1*6 

8,752: 
25,883- 
3,349' 
195 

5,760: 
27,098- 
3^246- 
129 

9,^63 
26,049 

3,943 
285 

42,132 

38,179 

36,233 

39,770 

■  1 
• 

Lamb,  mutton  and  goat:  : 

• 
• 

Other,  canned,  prepared  or  : 

6U6 
1,990 

:  7^ 
:  1,412 

:  754 
1,559 

1,468 
8,316 

66,085 

:  63,7^0 

71,075 

142,942 

l/  Includes  canned. 


Source:    U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

CORRECTION 


The  world  wool  production  figures  for  1957  and  1958  in  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  World  Summaries,  July  17,  1958  (pages  19-21)  should  be  changed  in 
light  of  recent  data  from  Australia.    Australian  wool  production  is  now 
estimated  at  1,386  million  pounds  in  1958,  compared  with  1,428  million  pounds 
in  1957. 

Total  world  wool  production  for  1958  is  now  estimated  at  4,920  million 
pounds,  greasy  basis,  compared  with  4,900  million  pounds  in  1957 •    On  a  clean 
basis  world  output  in  1958  is  about  2,845  million  pounds,  compared  with  2,835 
million  pounds  in  1957* 
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SOVIET  LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS  INCREASE 
ON  STATE  AND  COLLECTIVE  FARMS 

Although  hog  numbers  in  the  Soviet  Union  rose  8  percent  from  January  1, 
1957,  to  January  1,  1958,  the  rise  was  entirely  in  numbers  owned  by  state  and 
collective  farms. 

There  was  a  drop  in  the  number  of  hogs  privately  owned  by  farmers  on 
state  and  collective  farms  and  by  the  few  independent  farmers.    Numbers  of 
privately  owned  hogs  declined  13  percent.    As  a  percentage  of  the  country 
total,  they  dropped  from  47  percent  in  1957  to  38  percent  in  1958,  despite 
government  steps  to  encourage  meat  output  on  small  private  holdings. 

While  cattle  numbers  throughout  the  U.S.S.R.  increased,  here  too  there 
was  some  shift  from  individual  to  collective  and  state  ownership.  However, 
the  percentage  of  cows  under  private  ownership  dropped  only  slightly,  from 
48  to  44  percent  of  total  numbers.    The  percentage  of  privately  owned  cows  is 
higher  than  that  for  any  other  animal.    Many  workers  can  keep  a  cow  on  their 
1  or  2-acre  "garden  plot"  but  are  unable  to  keep  any  calves. 

As  sheep  are  easy  to  manage  on  a  collective  basis,  they  account  for  the 
smallest  percentage  of  individually  owned  livestock. 


LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS:    U.S.S.R.,  privately  owned  and  collectivized 

January  1,  1957  and  1958 


Type  : 

1957  i 

1958 

Number 

Percent  of 
Total 

Number 

:  Percent  of 
:  Total 

Cattle  (  including  cows): 

Privately  owned  

Collectivized  

Tctctlt  ••••••»•••••»••• 

Cows : 

Privately  owned  

Collectivized  

Hogs : 

Privately  owned  

Collectivized  

Total ••••»<•.,«»,,,»•. 

Sheep : 

Privately  owned  

Collectivized  

TOt  3-1,  a...., 

'  1,000  head 

Percent 

1,000  head 

:  Percent 

;  29,788 
:  31,655 

:  43 
:  52 

:  29,372 
i  36,320 

I  44 
:  56 

:  61,443 

100 

66,702 

100 

:  (16,731) 
'  (12,2^7) 

:       (58)  : 
:       (42)  : 

(18,138) 
(13,2^6) 

(58) 

:  (42) 

:  (28,978) 

(100)  ' 

(31,384) 

(100) 

:  19,380 
:  21,464 

\        U7  1 
:  53 

'  16,882 
27,393 

i  38 
:  62 

:  40,844 

100 

:  44,275 

100 

:  24,274 
:  83,871 

:  ■       22  < 
:  78 

•     26,876  « 
:     93,257  : 

:  22 
:  78 

:  108,145 

:      100  ! 

120,133  ! 

100 

Vestnik  Statistiki  (Livestock  Statistics),  No,  4,  April  1958,  pp.  92-96. 
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DOMINION  WOOL  PRICES 
UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  JUNE 

The  Dominion  wool  selling  season  closed  in  June  with  prices  the  same 
or  slightly  higher  than  in  May,  hut  down  sharply  from  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  for  all  types  are  still  at  or  near  the  season's  low  point  reached 
in  March  and  April. 


WOOL:    Clean  cost  per  pound,  c.i.f.  United  Kingdom,  hased  on 
auction  sales  in  the  Dominions  and  the  United  Kingdom 


Quality 

June 
:    1957  ' 

September 
1957 

March 
'     1958  ' 

April 
1958 

May 
1953  ' 

June 
1958 

U.S. 

U.S. 

U.S. 

U.S. 

U.S.  : 

U.S. 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars 

dollars  ■ 

dollars 

TO's  

1.66 

1.^9 

1.21 

1.21 

1.23  : 

1.2k 

s  

1.55 

:  1.1*0 

1.10 

1.10 

1.10  ■ 

>  1.1k 

60«s  

1.1*2 

:  1.33 

1.05 

:  1.03 

1.03  : 

1.0k 

58»s  

:  1.31 

1.27 

:     •  .99  : 

.96 

.9k  ■ 

.96 

56' s  

1/  I.25 

:     1.13  - 

.89  « 

Oo 

»od 

.83  : 

1/  .83 

50's  

1/  1.05 

:  .97 

.71 

•67 

.68  • 

1/  .68 

k3*s  

1]  1.02 

.93 

:  .69 

.62 

:  .63 

1/  .63 

l*6«s   

1/  .99  ■ 

•  91 

.66  « 

:  .61 

:  .61 

>y  .61 

1/  Nominal  quotations. 


Source:    New  Zealand  Wool  Commission  (London  Agency). 


1958  WEST  GERMAN -RUMANIAN  TRADE 
PROTOCOL  INCLUDES  GRAINS  AND  SEEDS 

A  recent  agreement  covering  trade  between  Rumania  and  West  Germany 
provides  for  the  issuance  of  licenses  for  reciprocal  imports  in  1958. 

Among  the  commodities  which  West  Germany  will  import  from  Rumania 
are:    DM  19.0  million  worth  of  bread  and  feed  grains;  DM  3.0  million  worth 
of  clover  seeds;  DM  1.0  million  worth  of  pulses  (peas,  beans,  and  lentils); 
DM  1.5  million  worth  of  "other"  seeds;  and  DM  25,000  worth  of  horticultural 
seeds.    With  respect  to  the  specified  quantity  of  bread  and  feed  grains, 
West  Germany  obligates  itself  to  publish  bids  for  these  imports  and  to 
make  possible  the  importation  of  70,000  to  80,000  metric  tons  of  Rumanian 
corn. 

Among  the  West  German  goods  for  which  Rumania  will  issue  import  licenses 
are  DM  2.0  worth  of  hops.    The  DM  (Deutschemark)  is  worth  23-9  U.S.  cents. 
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SOVIET  SOAP  OUTPUT 
SETS  RECORD 

A  Russian  estimate  places  soap  production  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  1957  at 
1,387,000  short  tons  (basis  ko  percent  fat).    This  would  he  a  record  high,  and 
60  percent  above  1950.    Russian  soap  production  has  climbed  steadily  from  only 
223,000  tons  in  I9V6.    The  soap  industry  in  the  U.S.S.R.  uses  chiefly  animal 
fats,  but  some  vegetable  fats  and  oils  also    are  used. 

U.S.  GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEED  EXPORTS 
HIGH:     EXCEED  YEAR  EARLIER 

U.  S.  grass  and  legume  seed  exports  for  July -May  1957-58  exceeded  the  total 
of  ij-2,97^,000  pounds  in  the  entire  year  1956-57  by  almost  1  million  pounds. 

Shipments  in  May  were  larger  than  those  in  the  same  month  last  year  due 
mainly  to  larger  exports  of  timothy  and  alfalfa  seeds.    Almost  half  of  the 
May  exports  went  to  Europe,  chiefly  France  and  Italy. 


GRASS  AND  LEGUME  SEEDS:    U.S.  exports,  May  1958, 

with  comparisons 


Kind  of  seed 

• 

1  May 

• 

I       July  1 

to  May  31 

;  1957 

• 

:  1958 

:  1957 

j  1958 

• 
• 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  1,000 
'  pounds 

:  1,000 
'  pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

Alfalfa,  certified  

Alfalfa,  total  

1/ 

:  157 

:  289 
:  kk6 
:  V7 
:          68  • 

57  : 
87  : 

15k  ; 

65  : 
35  : 

:  1/ 
:    16, 9W 

!  18,  lis 

:        689  • 

1/  i 
-     6,52V  : 

U  ' 

2,82V  : 

89V  : 
216  : 
603  : 
1,083  : 
11,908  : 

:  8V2 
1/ 

'  3,520 

3,VBV 
1,0  k2 
218 
686 
2,lkl 
13,2V8 

Clovers,  other  

3  : 
V05  : 

7lV  : 

2,081  i 

Vl,685  ! 

V3,967 

1/  Prior  to  January  1,  1958,  certified  and  uncertified  alfalfa  combined; 
Ladmo  included  in  "other  clovers"]  and  bentgrass  included  in  "other  gra 
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VENEZUELAN  SISAL  OUTPUT 
DOWN  SHARPLY 

Venezuelan  production  of  sisal  in  1958  may  be  as  much  as  1*0  percent  less  than 
in  1957.    The  1957  output  is  tentatively  estimated  at  about  13.2  million  pounds,  or 
about  the  same  as  in  1956. 

Sisal  growers  are  discouraged  by  poor  demand  and  unprofitable  prices.  Large 
acreages  of  sisal  have  been  neglected  or  abandoned.    Plants  in  these  fields  are  in 
poor  condition  and  yield  inferior  fiber  not  readily  acceptable  to  factory  owners. 
Pressure  for  government  aid  to  si sal -producing  areas  is  said  to  be  increasing. 


MEXICO ' S  1957  PRODUCTION  OF  MINOR 
VEGETABLE  FIBERS  LARGER 

Mexican  production  of  vegetable  fibers  other  than  cotton  and  henequen  increased 
in  1957  by  nearly  10  percent  over  the  1956  output,  reaching  75  million  pounds.  Ex- 
ports were  38  million  pounds  valued  at  nearly  6  million  dollars;  most  of  the  exports 
were  sold  to  the  United  States. 


MINOR  VEGETABLE  FIBERS:     Mexico,  acreage,  production,  and  exports, 
I956  and  1957,  with  production  forecast  for  1958 


Fiber 


:           Area  : 

Production  : 

Exports  of  fibers 
and  manufacturers 

\    1956  : 

1957  : 

1956  : 

1957 

Forecast! 

1958  ; 

1956  : 

1957 

:  Acres  : 

Acres 

1,000  : 
pounds  : 

1,000 
pounds 

:  1,000  : 
:  pounds 

1,000  : 
:  pounds  : 

1,000 
pounds 

Ixtle  de  lechuguilla:  ---  :  :  2l*,300  :  32, to  :  33,000  :  20,700  :  29,000 

Ixtle  de  palma  :  ---  :  :  29,000  :  33,000  :  31,000  :  1,1*00  :  2,700 

Broomroot  fiber  :  :  ---  :    3,100  :  7,500  :  6,600  :  6,700  :  5,150 

Broom  corn  :  ---  :  ---  :     5,500  :  700  :    1,300  :  5,200  :  1*30 

Coconut  fiber  :  ---  :  — -  :       1*50  :  900  :       900  :  0  :  390 

Kenaf  :  1,500  :  125  :       770  :  150  :    1,100  :  90  :  0 

Sansevieria  :  125  :  150  :        330  :  1*50  :        550  :  20  :  1*5 

Abaca  :  _  125  :  100  :        100  •  90  :        300  :      1/  :  1/ 

Total  I  -~-  :  —  \  68,550  t.  75,190  Lj^jJl0!3^110^  .37,715 


1/  Not  available. 
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INDONESIA'S  COPRA  EXPORTS  DOWN  FROM 
LAST  YEAR;  PALM  OIL  DOUBLES 

Indonesian  registered  exports  of  copra  in  May  totaled  3,031  long  tons,  up 
about  90  percent  from  those  of  April.    Registered  shipments  in  January-May 
1958  were  20,009  gross  long  tons,  about  one-fifth  of  shipments  in  the  compara- 
ble 5-month  period  of  1957.    However,  unrecorded  shipments  are  believed  to 
have  mounted  in  this  period.     On  the  basis  of  Malayan  import  data  through 
April,  it  is  estimated  that  unrecorded  exports  for  the  first  5  months  of  1958 
exceeded  80,000  long  tons,  including  shipments  to  British  North  Borneo,  none 
of  which  are  recorded  by  Indonesian  Customs. 

Copra  cake  exports  in  May  were  8,0^0  long  tons,  up  3  percent  from  April. 
January-May  shipments  of  ^2,956  tons  were  down  k  percent  from  the  comparable 
period  of  1957- 

Palm  oil  exports  of  10,1+66  short  tons  in  May  were  13  percent  below  those 
of  April.    January-May  shipments  of  i+6,112  tons  were  twice  the  quantity 
exported  in  the  first  5  months  of  1957*    Palm  kernel  exports  in  May  were  3,620 
short  tons,  up  15  percent  from  April.    Cumulative  January-May  shipments  were 
18,^52  tons,  an  increase  of  6  percent  from  the  corresponding  period  of  1957* 

JAPAN'S  1958  RAPESEED 
OUTPUT  DOWN 

Japan  preliminarily  estimates  its  rapeseed  crop  at  287,500  tons  in  1958 — 

a  decline  of  9  percent  from  1957 •  The  area  planted  to  rapeseed  is  estimated 
at  561,000  acres— down  12  percent  from  last  year.    The  reduced  acreage  is 

attributed  to  poor  yields  in  1957.  Yields  this  year  are  expected  to  average 

around  1,025  pounds  per  acre.    The  average  yield  last  year  was  988  pounds. 

RAPESEED:    Japan,  area  and  production,  1957  and  1958 


Region 

•  1 

i           Area  planted 

• 

',  Production 

:  1957 

• 

I      1958  1/  , 

I    1957  : 

;   1958  1/ 

•  < 

•  * 

1  Acres 

•  1 

!  Acres 

'  Short  tons 

Short  tons 

•  4 

:    302,350  : 
:  209,930 
:2/  38,630  - 
10,180 

;  196,520 
:      85,790  • 
:      27,500  ! 
:        5,690  • 

:  176,510 
:  81,615 
2k,0k0 

5,335 

•  1 

>  561,090 

315,500  - 

287,500 

l/  Preliminary.  2/  Estimated  the  same  as  1957  because  preliminary  survey  not 
complete. 


Japanese  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry. 
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U.K.  CONTINUES  TO  IMPORT  RICE 
FROM  MANY  SOURCES 

Rice  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  continue  to  come  from  many  countries. 

Though  over  half  of  total  rice  imports  in  January -April  1958  were  from 
Thailand  and  Italy,  important  quantities  also  came  from  the  Netherlands ,  Spain, 
France,  and  Uruguay.    Broken  rice  was  mainly  from  Thailand,  Burma,  Argentina,  and 
Australia. 

Compared  with  the  average  in  the  1951-55  period,  there  was  a  shift  in  sources 
in  1957*    Imports  increased  from  Argentina,  the  Netherlands,  Spain,  and  West 
Germany.    At  the  same  time,  the  quantity  from  Burma  dropped  to  less  than  half  that 
in  1951-55. 


RICE:    United  Kingdom  imports,  January -April  1958, 

with  comparisons 


"  :         Average         :  "        "         ~         :  "January -April 

Country  of  origin  ]  1251=55  ;  ;  ;  1258  

I  Whole    ]  Broken  ]  Whole    )  Broken  )  Whole  Broken 


:  1,000  :  1,000    :  1,000    :  1,000    :  1,000  •  1,000 

:  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds  :  pounds 

•  ••••• 

•  ••••• 

Argentina  :      1/  :  1/     :    9,lQk  :    k, k^Q  :       k03  1  1,523 

Australia  :    8,608  :  3,217  :    8,310  :    3,315  :       717  :  1,^56 

Belgium  :    1,788  :  899  :    1,120  :    1,971  :       87^  :  22 

Brazil  :  22,863  :  6,900  :      1/     :      1/     :      l/  :  l/ 

Burma  :  35,2^3  :  12,976  :  12,07^  :  10,86^  :     1/  :  3,091 

France  :      1/  :  1/      :      1/     :      1/     :    ^,3^6  :  l/ 

Italy  :  2^,822  :  2,8^7  :  26,051  :     1,210  :  13,552  :  112 

Netherlands  :     7,720  :  l/      :  22,198  :        13^  :    7,190  :  67 

Spain  :    2,3^6  :  kKQ  :  11,670  ■      1/      :    if >  637  :  381 

Thailand  :    9,873  :  5,973  :  3^,675  :  19,667  :  1^,806  :  6,317 

Uruguay  :    6,232  :  l/     :    6,362  :    3,696  :    1,098  :  78^ 

Germany,  West  :      l/  :  l/     :    5,U66  :         22  :      l/  :  l/ 

Other  countries  ;    9,283  ;  2,011  :    1,680  :    1,591  :    1,993  :  919 


Total  -128,778  ;  35,271  :138,790  :  ^6,928  ;  ^9,616  ;  ik,6j2 


l/  If  any  included  in  "other  countries". 
Compiled  from  official  and  trade  sources. 
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PROSPECTS  BRIGHT  FOR  BURMESE 
RICE  CROP;  EXPORTS  UP 

A  postwar  record  crop  of  rice  is  possible  for  Burma  in  1958-59;  due 
mainly  to  increased  planting.    The  bulk  of  the  crop  is  harvested  in  November 
and  December. 

More  land  has  been  reclaimed  for  cultivation,  and  weather  so  far  has 
been  most  favorable  for  rice.    The  total  area  reclaimed  in  1957-58  and  1958- 
59  is  estimated  at  600,000  to  700,000  acres,  about  two-thirds  of  which  will 
be  used  for  rice  this  year. 

Rice  exports  in  January-June  1958  were  1,100,000  long  tons  of  milled 
rice.  Prospects  now  are  for  exports  of  around  1,600,000  tons  in  calendar 
1958. 

CHILEAN  RICE  CROP  LARGER 
THAN  EXPECTED 

The  final  estimate  of  Chile's  1957-58  rough  rice  crop  is  200. k  million 
pounds  (90,900  metric  tons)--about  kO  million  pounds  above  the  previous  esti- 
mate.   The  1956-57  crop  was  125.5  million  pounds,  and  the  1951-55  average 
was  170.5  million  pounds. 

Acreage  in  1957-58  was  larger  than  earlier  reported,  and  yields  per  acre 
were  good.    The  acreage  is  finally  estimated  at  76*000  acres,  compared  with 
the  previous  estimate  of  69*000  acres,  and  with  70,000  acres  in  1956-57* 

The  crop  is  about  36.5  million  pounds  of  rough  rice  (25  million  pounds 
milled)  more  than  estimated  requirements.     In  the  last  week  of  June,  a  ban 
on  rice  exports  during  1958,  because  of  the  short  1956-57  crop,  was  still 
in  effect.    However,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Finance  for  approval  an  export  list  which  includes  rice. 

U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS  DOWN  IN  MAY 

U.S.  exports  of  rice  in  May  dropped  to  ^17,000  bags  (100  pounds)  in 
terms  of  milled,  compared  with  1,161,000  bags  in  April  and  1,051*000  bags 
in  May  1957.    The  principal  countries  of  destination  were  Peru,  Cuba,  and 
Pakistan. 

Exports  by  classification  were:    rice,  milled  less  than  75  percent, 
^06,000  bagsj  rice,  milled  over  75  percent,  5*000  bagsj  and  rough  rice, 
9*000  bags  (6,000  bags  in  terms  of  milled.) 

Rice  exports  in  August-May  of  the  current  marketing  year  (beginning 
August  1,  1957)  totaled  9,9^+2,000  bags,  against  2^,023,000  bags  in  the  com- 
parable period  of  1956-57*  and  8,999,000  bags  in  August-May  1955-56.  The 
principal  countries  of  destination  in  the  10-month  period  were  Cuba,  Pakistan, 
Peru,  the  Philippines,  and  Ceylon. 
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RICE:    United  States  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified  countries,  May  1958, 

with  comparisons  1/ 


• 

August-July  ! 

August-May 

May 

2/ 

Country  of  destination 

• 
• 

• 

1955-56:  1956-57 
: 

1955-56 

1956-57' 

1957-58, 
2/ 

1957 

1958 

________ — — — — — — _____ 

0 

• 

1,000  :  1,000 

t  1,000 

1,000 

• 

:    1,000  :  1,000 

1. 

000 

• 

bags 

bags 

bags 

bags 

:  bags 

bags 

bags 

Western  Hemisphere: 

• 

!  354 

!  319 

19 

35 

:  33 

31 

23 

12  ! 

5 

0 

8 

:  137 

:  8 

t  136 

!  100 

50 

1 

• 

44 

:  1 

44 

!  1 

2/ 

!  2/ 

__/ 

2/ 

• 

2,927  : 

4,054 

.  2,615 

3,467 

.  3,442 

216 

90 

30  • 

29 

!  12 

21 

!  50 

!  2 

5 

o 

5 

!  58 

!  3 

:  57 

:  7 

:  2 

0 

28 

42 

:  24 

i  33 

43  : 

3  ! 

5 

Bolivia  - 

o 

191  ' 

176 

!  191 

i  176 

t  44 

0 

0 

13 

3 

:  10 

!  1 

2/  i 

0  i 

0 

• 

0  • 

2/ 

!  0 

2/ 

530  ■ 

2/ 

200 

0 

20 

!  0 

!  20 

2/  « 

0  ! 

0 

32  ■ 

40 

:  32 

i  40 

2  ' 

U 

0 

Vi__t*   AAiin^i*4  __a 

• 

118 

50 

!        76  :  44 

42 

5 

• 

3,828 

5,019 

i  3.400 

.  4,338 

s  4,537 

306 

Europe: 

2/ 

285 

1  686 

!  206 

s  667 

:  59 

44 

« 

78  :  1 

s  59 

!  1 

!  0 

:  0 

0 

• 

IV 

20 

t  42 

:  20 

»  2/ 

0 

2/ 

« 

!  50 

!  5 

s  50 

:  3 

0 

0 

• 

9  ! 

16 

!  9 

!  16 

!  10 

2/ 

2/ 

■ 

22 

58 

!  21 

!  58 

!  31 

!  0 

l 

• 

10 

39 

5 

39 

U  40 

8 

21 

488 

870 

:  347 

851 

143 

52 

22 

Asia: 

• 
• 

: 

• 

0 

!  0 

!  0 

!  0 

:  331 

!  0 

0 

215 

:  4,376 

!  215 

:  4,280 

!  0 

:  0 

0 

• 

220  • 

10 

!  220 

:  10 

i     2/  • 

0  ■ 

2/ 

■ 

516 

s  5,424 

!  0 

i  5,187 

!  0 

2a 

0 

* 

2,383 

109 

,  2,382 

!  108 

:  4 

14 

2/ 

• 

1 

2,746 

!  1 

:  2,125 

!  242 

i  241 

0 

• 

2,653 

4,372 

.  1,308 

!  4,295 

3,186 

!       143  t 

38 

• 

28 

!  20 

!  28 

!  20 

i  377 

i          0  ' 

0 

Ryukyu  Islands  ................ 

• 

0 

_/  207 

!  0 

i  207 

0 

7 

0 

Saudi  Arabia  

% 

75  • 

98 

67 

:  87 

!  119 

2/ 

12 

Other  AraW  an  States 

0  • 

22 

!          0  :  20 

!  115 

0 

3 

m 

3 

218 

!  0 

!  218 

!  0 

0 

0 

• 

35 

8 

24 

:  11 

3 

1 

0 

• 

6,129  s 

17,610 

i  4,245 

16,568 

i    4,377  i 

647  ! 

53 

39 

47 

26 

35 

43 

3 

5 

■ 

625  i 

0 

s  450 

!  0 

0 

0  ■ 

0 

276  - 

248 

197  :  198 

236  ■ 

41  ! 

7 

21  ! 

19 

i  20 

16 

:        18  ■ 

1 

5 

a 

26 

13 

22 

11 

14  • 

1  ■ 

2/ 

Total   

• 

11,432  s 

23,826 

.  8,707 

22,017 

9,368  : 

1,051  " 

417 

• 

967  ! 

2,036 

292 

2,006 

574  i 

2/  « 

2/ 

Ground  rough  rice  for  animal  feed 

• 
• 

514  i 

288 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

t 

• 

12,913  ' 

26,150 

.  8,999 

.  24,023 

9,942  : 

1,051  s 

417 

1/  Includes  brown,  broken,  screenings  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough  rice  converted  to  terms  of 
milled  at  65  percent.    2/  Preliminary.    _/  Less  than  500  cwt.    lj  Includes  19,000  cwt.  to  the 
United  Kingdom.    _/  Programmed  by  International  Cooperation  Administration  and  shipped  by  the  Army. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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CHILE  SCALES  DOWN  ITS  ESTIMATE 
OF  1958  WHEAT  IMPORT  NEEDS 

Chile  has  reduced  its  estimate  of  the  wheat  imports  it  will  need  in 
calendar  year  1958;  chiefly  because  of  a  1957-58  rise  in  wheat  production. 

The  Instituto  Nacional  de  Comercio  (INACO),  Chile's  state  trading 
agency  and  sole  wheat  importer,  has  revised  its  estimated  1958  wheat  import 
needs  downward  from  230,000  metric  tons,  or  8.5  million  bushels,  to 
100,000  tons,  or  3*7  million  bushels. 

A  decrease  in  estimated  domestic  wheat  consumption  in  1958  also  was 
a  factor  in  lowering  the  quantity  of  imported  wheat  expected  to  be  needed. 
The  consumption  estimate  was  revised  downward  from  1.3^-  million  tons,  or 

million  bushels,  to  1.28  million  tons,  or  kj .1  million  bushels. 

Chile's  wheat  imports  increased  from  89,6^-U  tons  (3«3  million  bushels) 
in  1953  to  311,079  tons  (11. k  million  bushels)  in  1957.    The  5-year 
average  was  222, QQh  tons  (8.2  million  bushels).    Due  to  Chile's  foreign 
exchange  situation  and  Argentina's  debt  to  Chile,  INAC0  plans  to  import 
all  of  its  1958  foreign  wheat  requirements  of  100,000  tons  from  Argentina, 
unless  that  country  cannot  supply  this  amount. 

Chile's  1957-58  crop,  harvested  last  December  and  January,  was  esti- 
mated in  February  1958  at  1,100,000  tons  (^O.U  million  bushels).  Later 
estimates  place  it  at  1,257>000  tons  (k6.2  million  bushels)--an  alltime 
record.    Production  of  the  previous  5  years  ranged  from  955^30  tons 
(35.1  million  bushels)    to  1,100,000  tons  (hO.K  million  bushels)  and 
averaged  1,033^8^8  tons  (38. 0  million  bushels).    Since  the  1957-58  crop 
includes  more  durum  wheat  than  the  country  can  use,  as  much  as  ^0,000 
tons  (1.5  million  bushels)  of  durum  may  be  exported  to  Peru  in  calendar 
1958. 

The  large  1957-58  crop  is  mainly  due  to  favorable  weather  and  to 
the  high  producer  prices  maintained  by  the  government.    The  initial  price 
of  5*571  paper  pesos  per  quintal  ($2.05  per  bushel)  for  soft  wheat, 
bulk  basis,  f.o.b.  Nunoa  station  near  Santiago,  for  deliveries  beginning 
January  1,  1958,  was  kl  percent  higher  than  last  year's  initial  price 
of  3*950  pesos  per  quintal.    Latest  reports  place  the  price  for  May 
deliveries  at  6,017  pesos;  for  June  deliveries,  6,l8U  pesos;  and  for 
July-December  deliveries,  6,300  pesos  per  quintal  ($2.21,  $2.27,  and 
$2.32  per  bushel,  respectively). 

The  official  price  of  durum  wheat  exceeds  that  of  soft  wheat  accord- 
ing to  the  content  of  degenerated  kernels,  as  follows:    for  10  percent 
or  less  of  degenerated  kernels,  10  percent  higher;  for  11  to  20  percent 
degenerated  kernels,  8  percent  higher;  for  21  to  30  percent  degenerated 
kernels,  6  percent  higher;  and  for  31  to  ho  percent  degenerated  kernels, 
h  percent  higher.    Durum  containing  more  than  kO  percent  degenerated 
kernels  is  priced  the  same  as  soft  wheat. 
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INACO  has  thus  far  in  I958  been  authorized  to  buy  150,000  tons  (5.5  million 
bushels)  of  wheat  from  farmers  at  the  official  price.    Millers  and  other  private 
buyers,  however,  may  purchase  directly  from  the  farmers,  and  when  farmers  who  need 
money  badly  are  unable  to  sell  to  INACO  at  the  official  prices,  they  may  be  forced 
to  sell  to  private  buyers  for  less.    Chile's  official  wheat  prices  therefore  are 
ceiling  prices  in  effect. 


EGYPT'S  1958  WHEAT  CROP 
SLIGHTLY  SMALLER 

Wheat  production  in  Egypt  is  slightly  less  than  last  year  because  of  an  acreage 
reduction.    The  first  official  estimate  places  the  current  crop  at  51.9  million 
bushels,  compared  with  53.9  million  a  year  ago.    Yields  this  year  are  slightly 
above  those  of  1957,  hut  the  increase  is  more  than  offset  by  a  6-percent  reduction 
in  acreage. 

The  cut  in  acreage  reflects  the  trend  to  grow  more  cotton,  as  wheat  and  cotton 
compete  for  acreage  in  Egypt.    The  higher  yields  of  wheat  this  year  are  partly 
attributed  to  the  government's  program  for  selected  seed  distribution. 

Barley  production  this  year  is  estimated  at  6.1  million  bushels,  little  change 
from  the  6  million  bushels  produced  in  1957.    The  very  slight  increase  is  due  to  a 
2-percent  gain  in  acreage  seeded  to  barley. 


U.K.  GRAIN  PROSPECTS  PROMISING 

The  outlook  for  grain  crops  in  the  United  Kingdom  was  above  average  at  the 
beginning  of  July.    At  that  time,  crops  had  had  more  than  enough  rain;  warmth  and 
sunshine  were  needed  for  continued  development.    If  weather  is  favorable  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season,  record  outturns  are  predicted  in  many  areas. 

Best  conditions  are  reported  for  wheat;  on  July  1,  the  crop  showed  more 
promise  than  in  any  recent  year,  despite  the  wet  weather.  Hay  making,  however, 
has  suffered  heavily  because  of  the  wetness. 


INDIA  PERMITS  SAFF LOWER 
SEED  EXPORTS 

The  Government  of  India  announced  on  July  3  it  "was  permitting  the  export  of 
a  small  quantity  of  saf flower  seed  (kardi  seed)  by  exporters  who  have  shipped  saff- 
flower  seed  oil  and/or  are  able  to  do  so  against  the  quota  of  5,000  long  tons 
(5,600  short  tons)  set  on  January  k  for  shipment  between  January  and  September 
1958. 

The  export  duty  on  saf flower  seed  of  150  rupees  per  long  ton  (l.^  cents  per 
pound)  was  removed  on  July  9  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  21,  1958) . 
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DUTCH  PAYMENTS  TO  OILSEEDS 
CRUSHERS  FLUCTUATE 

According  to  Dutch  officials,  the  Middle  East  situation  has  "brought  about  a 
rise  in  oilseed  prices  and,  therefore,  government  payments  to  Dutch  crushers  of 
flaxseed  and  peanuts  have  come  down. 

Payments  are  revised  frequently  on  the  basis  of  price  changes  of  oilseeds  ( see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  21,  1958) •    The  Netherlands  Government  maintains 
that  these  payments  are  not  subsidies,  but  defensive  measures  against  "dumping"  by- 
foreign  countries. 

Payments  in  recent  weeks  to  flaxseed  and  peanut  crushers  have  been  as  follows: 


Flaxseed  ] 

Peanuts 

:           Payment  per 
■Da'te           :           metric  ton  : 

:           Payment  per 
Date           :           metric  ton 

• 

July  16  :      25  guilders  ($6.60) 

•  * 

>  * 

U.  K.  TO  IMPORT  PEARS 
FROM  WESTERN  EUROPE 

The  United  Kingdom  has  announced  an  import  quota  for  fresh  pears  originating 
in  Western  Europe  and  certain  other  countries  (not  including  the  dollar  area).  The 
quota  is  $3,290,000  c.i.f.  value  for  the  period  July  1 -December  31,  I958.    The  same 
quota  was  issued  last  year. 


U.  S.  WHEAT  AND  FLOUR  EXPORTS 
MY  REACH  k06  MILLION  BUSHELS 

U.  S.  wheat  and  flour  exports  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1958,  are 
now  expected  to  be  near  ko6  million  bushels,  compared  with  5U8  million  during 
1956-57.    This  would  be  a  decline  of  about  25  percent  but  6  million  bushels  more 
than  estimated  several  months  ago. 

Exports  for  the  first  11  months  (July -May)  amounted  to  359  million  bushels, 
compared  with  ^90  million  bushels  during  July -May  1956-57. 

Wheat  exports  in  June  of  this  year  are  estimated  as  at  least  kO  million  bushels, 
on  the  basis  of  June  inspections  for  export.    An  estimated  additional  7  million 
bushels  (grain  equivalent)  were  exported  as  flour.    This  is  about  the  monthly 
average  of  flour  exports  during  January -May  of  1958  and  the  same  months  of  1957. 
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WHEAT  AND  FLOUR:    United  States  exports  by  countries  of  destination, 
July-May  1956-57  and  July-May  1957-58 


July-May  1956-57 


Destination 


July-Nay  1957-58 


Wheat    :  Flour  l/:    Total    :    Wheat    :  Flour  l/:  Total 


!-  -    1,000  bushels,  grain  equivalent 


Western  Hemisphere:  : 

Central  America  :  1,298 

Cuba  :  3,044 

British  West  Indies  :  2 

Haiti  :  — 

Colombia   ,  :  2,808 


Venezuela 

Peru  

Bolivia  .. 
Chile  .... 
Brazil  ... 
Others  ... 


354 
3,329 
2,796 
5,952 
9,149 
1,723 


Total   30,455 


Europe:  : 

Norway  :  1,890 

Denmark  :  3,456 

United  Kingdom  :  33,972 

Netherlands    16,857 

Belgium-Luxembourg  :  17,073 

France  :  31,134 

Germany,  West  :  32,614 

Austria  :  2,372 

Switzerland  :  8,274 

Finland  :  2,979 

Poland  :  — 

Portugal   5,535 

Italy  :  8,936 

Yugoslavia  :  29,262 

Greece  :  18,469 

Others  :  2^082 


Total  :  214,905 


7,781 
977 


Asia:  : 

Turkey  :  17,923 

Lsfoflnon.  *~™ 

Israel   

Saudi  Arabia   

India  .  :  54,344 

Pakistan  :  21,937 

Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cambodia  . . ;  — 

Indonesia   :  — 

Philippine  Republic   :  — 

Korea  :  13,159 

Formosa  .:  6,149 

Japan   43,392 

Others  :  2.676 

Total  :  168,338 

Africa: 

Morocco  :  — 

Tunisia  :  2,988 

Egypt  :  1,071 

French  West  Africa  :  2,823 

Ghana  :  — 

Western  British  Africa  ......:  — 

Others   :  1,794 

Total  :  8,676 

Oceania  

Unspecified  2/  ;  1,117 

World  total  :  423,491 


3,957 
3,832 
3,309 
1,276  : 

61 
5,489 
273 
1,247 

38 
2 

2,545 


22,029 


890 
34 
1,919 
3,180 
20 
9 

146 
3 
6 


114 
627 
42 
36 
75 


7,101 


23 

2 

364 
8 

1,595 
1,888 
1,871 


66,129 


5,255 
6,876 
3,311 
1,276 
2,869 
5,843 
3,602 
4,043 
5,990 
9,151 
4,268 


52,484 


2,780 
3,490 
35,891 
20,037 
17,093 
31,143 
32,760 
2,375 
8,280 
2,979 

5,649 
9,563 
29,304 
18,505 
2,157 


222,006 


1,652 
3,057 
1 

156 
3,982 

684 
2,826 

184 
1,968 
8,571 

491 


23,572 


334 

1,3a 

18,159 
3,839 
2,076 

16,230 
1,117 
493 
1,552 
18,479 
287 
742 
14,193 
2,920 
2j_115 


4,064 
4,136 
3,167 
1,335 
589 
5,756 
284 
824 
92 
2,081 
2,149 


24,477 


816 
11 

909 
3,474 
46 
11 
38 

2/ 


93 
2,205 
28 
3 

405 


83,877 


8,039 


17,923 
.  2,246 

.  9,622 

:  9,622 
1,308 

2,246 

:  1,308 

524 

8,305 

:  8,807 

:  45 

8,852 
!  1,833 

3,026 

4,003 
54,387 

:  14 

.  1,819 

43 

i    73,994  ! 

22 

74,016 

2 

21,939 
2,815 

:  21,281 

1  ! 

21,282 

2,815 

1,080 

1,080 

4,005 
5,758 

4,005 

103 

103 

5,758 

7,963 

7,963 

781 

13,940 

:  11,626 

1,129 

12,755 

1 

6,150  :  6,733 

i            5  : 

6,738 

2,138 
928 

45,530 
3.604 

40,645 

2,093 

42,738 
5.X3 

'  3,436 

1.907 

22 „ 267 

190,605 

176,158 

17,475 

193,633 

23 
2,990 
1,435 
2,831 
1,595 
1,888 

3,665 


489,620 


1,830 
519 

458 
522 


287,595 


9 
175 
348 

1 

1,509 
2,137 
1,340 


71,326 


5,716 
7,193 
3,168 
1,491 
4,571 
6,440 
3,110 
1,008 
2,060 
10,652 
2,640 


48,049 


1,150 
1,352 
19,068 
7,313 
2,122 
11 

16,268 
1,117 
493 
1,552 
18,479 
380 
2,947 
14,221 

2,923 
2,520 


91,916 


1,839 
694 
348 
459 
1,509 
2,137 
1,862 


358,921 


1/  Wholly  of  U.S.  wheat.    Beginning  July  1,  1957,  the  factor  for  converting  100  pounds  of 
flour  into  bushels  of  grain  equivalent  changed  from  2.33  to  2.3.    2/  Less  than  500  bushels. 
2/  Includes  shipments  for  relief  or  charity  which  are  not  shown  by  destination. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
UP  TN  MAY 

U.  S.  cotton  exports  (all  types)  were  535>000  running  "bales  in  May 
1958,  up  7  percent  from  April  exports  of  501,000  "bales,  but  19  percent 
below  the  660,000  bales  exported  in  May  1957. 

Exports  during  August-May  1957-58  were  ^,815,000  bales,  compared  with 
6,651,000  bales  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1956-57 •    Comparable  figures 
in  500-pouncL  gross  weight  bales  will  be  published  in  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets  when  they  are  available. 

Principal  destinations  of  exports  during  August-May  1957-58,  with 
comparable  1956-57  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Japan  952,000  bales 
(1,323,000);  United  Kingdom  598,000  (882,000);  West  Germany  551,000 
(908,000);  Italy  ^73,000  (596,000);  and  France  2^,000  (35^,000). 

CANADA'S  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
DOWN  IN  JUNE  . 

Canada's  cotton  consumption  was  27,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  during 
June  1958«    This  was  a  decline  of  k  percent  from  the  28,000  bales  used  in 
May,  and  also  k  percent  below  June  1957  consumption .~    During  August -June 
1957-58  consumption  amounted  to  32^,000  bales,  compared  with  358,000  bales 
in  the  same  months  of  1956-57* 

BELGIAN  CONGO'S  COTTON  PRODUCTION 
AND  EXPORTS  LOWER  IN  1957-58 

Cotton  production  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  including  Ruanda -Urundi,  is 
now  estimated  at  220,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross)  in  1957-58.    By  com- 
parison, 230,000  bales  were  produced  in  1956-57,  and  2^6,000  bales  in 
1955-56. 

Weather  was  unfavorable  during  the  latter  part  of  the  growing  season 
in  the  northern  provinces  and  during  the  harvest  in  some  areas.    The  esti- 
mated area  planted  to  cotton  this  year  was  850,000  acres,  about  the  same 
as  in  the  two  previous  seasons. 

Planting  of  the  1958-59  crop  in  the  southern  provinces  and  Ruanda- 
Urundi  was  almost  completed  by  early  March.    About  12,000  acres  of  cotton 
in  the  Ruzizi  region  of  Urundi  will  be  dusted  by  planes  as  an  insect  con- 
trol measure  this  season.    Producers  will  pay  for  the  insecticides,  and 
the  government  will  pay  for  their  application.    In  other  regions,  plantings 
are  too  small  and  scattered  to  permit  aerial  dusting. 

Cotton  exports  from  the  Belgian  Congo  were  8^,000  bales,  mostly  to 
Belgium,  during  August -January  1957-58.    This  decline  of  29  percent  from 
exports  of  118,000  bales  in  the  first  6  months  of  I956-57  is  attributed  to 
stronger  competition. 
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The  Belgian  Congo1  s  cotton  exports  "by  countries  of  destination  are 
available  through  December  only.    Quantities  exported  during  August- 
December  1957;  with  comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses,  were:  Belgium 
63,000  bales  (89,000) j  Sweden  3,000  ( 5,000);  Kenya  and  Uganda  2,000  (0); 
Union  of  South  Africa  ^27  ( 0) ;  and  other  countries  1,000  (6,000).  Annual 
linters  exports  amount  to  approximately  9,500  hales. 

All  Belgian  Congo  cotton  is  sold  unginned  by  the  producer,  principally 
to  one  large  company  which  operates  75  gins.    Prices  to  producers  are  fixed 
and  supported  by  the  "Caisse  de  Reserve  Cotonniere",  a  government  agency. 
In  most  areas,  prices  for  the  1957-58  crop  are  the  same  as  for  the  past 
several  years --equivalent  to  about  6  cents  per  pound  for  first -quality 
seed  cotton  and  about       cents  per  pound  for  second  quality  ( roughly  17-? 
and  13  cents,  respectively,  lint  basis).    Prices  have  been  fixed  somewhat 
higher  in  areas  near  the  Uganda  border,  however,  to  prevent  sales  of  this 
cotton  in  Uganda.    Also,  prices  are  higher  in  the  relatively  high -yielding 
areas  of  Urundi  to  encourage  cotton  expansion  there. 

Annual  cotton  consumption  by  mills  in  the  Belgian  Congo  is  approximately 
^•2,000    bales,     all  domestic  cotton.     Stocks  on  January  31,  I958,  were 
estimated  at  115,000  bales,  compared  with  85,000  hales  a  year  earlier. 

WEATHER  FAVORABLE  FOR 
MEXICAN  AGRICULTURE 

June  weather  was  generally  favorable  for  Mexican  agriculture.  In 
contrast  to  a  year  ago,  rainfall  was  plentiful --principally  in  the  central 
districts,  along  the  Gulf  Coast,  and  on  part  of  the  Pacific  Coast. 

The  abundant  moisture  has  helped  the  livestock  industry  and  also  will 
make  it  possible  to  plant  larger  unirrigated  acreages,  particularly  to  corn 
and  beans.    The  water  level  in  dams  was  much  higher  at  the  end  of  June  than 
last  year  in  the  northwest,  but  was  lower  in  all  other  regions,  especially 
in  central  districts. 

The  cotton  crop  is  now  being  ginned  in  Matamoros  and  Sinaloa,  and  the 
outlook  continues  to  be  for  a  near -record  production.    June  rains  in  the 
Laguna  improved  crop  prospects  there,  but  in  Matamoros  the  grade  may  he 
lower  because  of  rains  in  the  second  week  of  July.    Ginning  in  the  Laguna 
and  in  Sonora  will  not  start  until  the  end  of  July  or  first  of  August. 

Harvest  of  the  wheat  crop  is  now  practically  over.    The  production  this 
year  is  still  estimated  at  ^2,255,000  bushels  from  an  area  of  1,977,000 
acres.    As  in  past  years,  CEIMSA  (a  semi -government  agency)  has  purchased 
the  entire  output  in  Sonora  and  Sinaloa. 


22 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  77,  No.  k 


URUGUAY  LIMITS  SIZE 
OF  SEED  POTATOES 

Uruguay  will  limit  the  maximum  size  of  imported  seed  potatoes  during 
the  1958-59  season  to  283  grams  (10  ounces).    A  tender  for  bids  for  Northern 
Hemisphere  seed  potatoes  is  expected  to  be  announced  soon. 

U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  DAIRY 
PRODUCTS  DECLINE 

U.  S.  exports  of  evaporated  milk,  dry  whole  milk,  and  cheese  declined 
substantially  during  January-May  I958,  compared  with  a  year  earlier.  These 
data,  which  do  not  include  donations  under  Section  kl6  of  Title  III,  Public 
Law  UQo,  show  exports  of  nonfat  dry  milk  about  unchanged  from  last  year, 
while  shipments  of  butter  were  up  sharply  to  16.2  million  pounds.  About 
lk.3  million  pounds  of  this  butter  was  shipped  to  Israel  under  Title  I  of 
Public  Law  kBO. 

Evaporated  milk  exports  during  January-May  1958  were  down  35  percent 
to  39.9  million  pounds.    Shipments  to  the  Philippines  were  down  38  percent 
to  25.6  million  pounds.    Evaporated  milk  is  available  from  the  Netherlands 
at  prices  considerably  below  U.  S.  quotations,  and  this  has  ended  ICA 
programing  under  Section  h02  of  Public  Law  665.    Production  in  the  Philippines 
of  "filled"  evaporated  milk  made  from  nonfat  dry  milk  and  locally  produced 
coconut  oil  also  has  been  a  factor  in  the  decline. 

Lower  prices  in  the  Netherlands,  Denmark,  and  Canada  have  reduced  U.  S. 
exports  of  dry  whole  milk  some  20  percent  below  last  year.    Exports  to 
Venezuela  during  January -May  1958  were  only  11.2  million  pounds --down  19 
percent  from  a  year  earlier.    Heavy  surpluses  of  cheese  in  the  world  market  * 
have  restricted  U.  S.  exports  of  this  commodity.    Much  of  the  12.3  million 
pounds  shipped  during  the  first  5  months  of  1958  was  donated  under  Title  II 
of  Public  Law  k80. 


DAIRY  PRODUCTS:     U.  S.  exports,  January -May  I957  and  I958 


Commodity 

January -May 

j  1958 
[  Change 
*     from  1957 

; •  1957 

;  1958 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  lb. 

lb. 

:  Percent 

Butter . 

Cheese ««...««.. .«.....«...........,,,_ 

Nonfat  dry  milk  ; 

Dry  whole  milk  ; 

Evaporated  milk  ; 

.      ^715  ? 
15,189  : 
72,01+1  ; 

17,^19  : 
61,006  : 

16,171 

12,337  : 
70,657  : 
13,816  : 
39,381+  : 

+21+3 
-19 
-2 
-21 
-35 
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EGYPT'S  IMPORTS  UP,  EXPORTS  DOWN, 
DURING  FIRST  k  MONTHS  OF  I958 

Egypt  had  an  adverse  trade  balance  amounting  to  $36  million  for  the  first  k 
months  of  1958.    Exports  were  slightly  off,  but  a  substantial  increase  in  imports 
from  Western  Europe  accounted  for  the  largest  part  of  this  unfavorable  balance. 

Egypt's  exports  to  the  United  States  continued  to  decline  in  January -April 
I958,  dropping  to  only  half  of  exports  for  the  same  period  in  1957.    On  the  other 
hand,  imports  from  the  United  States,  although  hampered  by  the  dollar  shortage, 
were  slightly  ahead  of  a  year  earlier. 

For  the  first  k  months  of  this  year,  Egypt's  imports  from  the  U.S.S.R.  and 
other  Communist  countries  were  slightly  below  those  in  the  comparable  period  of 
1957.    At  the  same  time,  shipments  to  Communist  countries  fell  off  10  percent 
from  a  year  earlier. 

Close  to  half  of  Egypt's  exports — mostly  cotton--now  go  to  the  Soviet  Bloc 
through  bilateral  trade  agreements.    Egypt  has  such  agreements  involving  cotton 
with  the  U.S.S.R.,  Bulgaria,  Communist  China,  Czechoslovakia,  Hungary,  Poland, 
Rumania,  and  East  Germany. 


EGYPT:    Balance  of  trade,  1957  and  January -April 

1957  and  1958 


Trade 

;      '  1957 

January -April 

:  1957 

1  1958 

Exports  to-- 

:Mil.  U.S. 

:  dollars 

:  Percent 
:  of  total' 

:Mil.  U.S. 

dollars 

'  Percent 
•  of  total 

Mil.  U.S. 

:  dollars 

:  Percent 
of  total 

22  • 
230 
121 

60  ' 
:  56 

:        k  \ 

:       25  : 
12 
12 

k 

83 

:       36  : 
:       32  ■ 
17 

2  ; 
:       h&  ; 
:       21  : 

19  : 
10  : 

2 

75  : 
39  : 
;       26  : 
21 

1 

kG 
2k 
16 
13 

j  U89 

:  100 

172 

:  100 

163  ; 

100 

Imports  from-- 

!  ^7 

:  136 
211 

V  68 
:  62 

:         9  : 
:       26  - 
:       ho  ■ 

:       13  : 
:  12 

15  : 
:       5h  • 
58 
21 
16 

:        9  ' 
:       33  : 
:       35  ! 
:       13  ! 
:  10 

16  i 
50  • 
97 

22  : 
Ik  : 

8 

25 

:  k9 
11 
7 

:  52^ 

:  100 

16k 

100 

199  : 

100 

Balance  of  trade  l/. . . 

:  -33 

+8 

-36  s 

1/  Plus  indicates  total  exports  exceed  total  imports. 


Source:  Monthly  Summary  of  Foreign  Trade  (Government  Press,  Cairo,  1957)  and 
other  sources. 
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U.  S.  POULTRY  AND  EGG 
EXPORTS  DROP 

U.  S.  exports  of  baby  chicks,  turkeys,  and  shell  eggs  were  down  sharply 
during  January -May  1958  compared  with  a  year  earlier.  However,  shipments  of 
chickens --mainly  broilers --showed  an  increase  of  3  percent.  Separate  export 
data  for  broilers  are  not  available  prior  to  January  1958. 

Shell  egg  exports  through  May  were  less  than  half  of  those  in  last  year's 
comparable  period.    Venezuela,  by  far  the  largest  customer  for  U.S.  shell  eggs, 
took  60  percent  less  eggs  in  January-May  this  year  than  in  the  same  period  of 
1957.    Hatching  egg  shipments  (figures  not  available  prior  to  1958)  have 
probably 'held  up  fairly  well.    Table  egg  exports  have  been  down  more  sharply 
than  total  imports  of  eggs.    "Protectionist"  measures  by  importing  countries 
in  behalf  of  local  industry,  and  relatively  high  U.S.  prices  so  far  in  1958, 
have  contributed  to  the  decline. 

Exports  of  turkeys,  which  in  the  past  have  gone  mostly  to  Canada,  have 
been  almost  negligible  in  1958.    Canada's  embargo  on  imports  is  still  in 
effect. 

Baby  chick  exports  were  down  ^3  percent  during  January -May  of  this  year. 
Increased  output  of  Mexican  hatcheries  cut  that  country's  imports  very  sharply. 
As  Venezuela  has  restricted  imports,  it  has  taken  virtually  no  U.S.  chicks 
this  year  in  contrast  to  moderate  quantities  last  year  and  heavy  imports 
previously . 

POULTRY  AND  EGGS:     U.S.  exports,  January -May  I957  and  I958, 

with  percentage  change 


• 
• 

• 

Commodity                     *  Unit 

]          January -May 

:  Percentage 
:  change 

;  1957 

;  1958 

• 

• 
• 

• 
« 

Chickens:  : 

#  < 

Other  poultry  and  game:  : 

Eggs  in  the  shell:                        :  : 

:  Thou. 

:  9,235 

;.  ^ 

:  Thou. 

:  5,290 

:  5,687 
3,718 

:  Percent 
:  -1*3 

9,^05  • 

L"  +3 

1/  : 
1/  : 

836  : 
1,609  : 

3,875  : 

2, 4^-5  : 

-37 

%  : 

2,776  ! 
^131 

15,058  : 

6,907      :  -5^ 

1/  Hot  available. 
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ARGENTINA  AND  COLOMBIA 
NEGOTIATE  BARTER  TRADE 

After  negotiations  arranged  by  private  concerns ,  Colombia  and  Argentina 
have  signed  a  trade  agreement  involving  short-term  credit  and  barter.  The 
agreement  provides  for  yearly  exports  of  $15  million  worth  of  Colombian  crude 
petroleum  in  exchange  for  Argentine  items  not  produced  in  Colombia. 

Further  negotiations  are  underway  to  trade  other  Argentine  products, 
including  vegetable  oils,  animal  fats,  certain  classes  of  cured  hides, 
meats,  quebracho  (tree  bark  used  in  tanning),  semi-manufactured  products, 
wheat,  wool,  and  fresh  fruits.    There  is  special  emphasis  on  the  last  three. 

In  exchange,  yearly  exports  of  Colombian  coffee  worth  $2  million  to  $5 
million  are  being  considered,  and  other  products  may  be  suggested  in  the 
course  of  the  discussions. 


PERU  RAISES  AGRICULTURAL 
IMPORT  DUTIES 

U.S.  major  agricultural  exports  to  Peru  --mostly  basic  foodstuff s--will 
not  be  greatly  affected  by  that  country's  recent  5°  and  200-percent  increases 
in  specific  import  duties  on  a  number  of  agricultural  commodities.  The 
increases  are  effective  for  3  years  from  May  23,  1958,  and  apparently  are 
permitted  under  a  de  facto  waiver  of  Peru's  obligations  under  the  General 
Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade  (GATT). 

Commodities  not  affected  by  the  duty  increases  are: 

Cattle;  dressed  beef;  mutton;  whole  evaporated  milk  containing  at  least 
7.3  percent  fat;  whole  condensed  milk  containing  at  least  8  percent  fat; 
dry  whole  canned  milk  containing  at  least  2k  percent  fat;  canned  milk  powder, 
partly  skimmed,  containing  at  least  12  percent  fat;  dry  skim  and  dietetic 
milk;  acidified  milk;  whole  milk  mixed  with  vitamins  or  tonics;  wheat;  rough 
and  milled  rice;  wheat  and  wheat  flour;  corn  and  corn  meal;  rolled  oats  in 
bulk;  potatoes  and  potato  flour;  dried  peas,  beans,  lentils;  yeast;  lard; 
refined  soybean,  peanut,  and  cottonseed  oils;  refined  palm  oil  and  sunflower 
oils;  and  refined  and  crude  coconut  oil. 

The  duties  on  most  other  agricultural  commodities  have  been  increased 
by  50  or  200  percent. 

No  further  restrictions,  such  as  quotas  or  prohibitive  imports,  were 
invoked  by  the  Peruvian  Government.    The  increases  that  were  effected  do  not 
change  ad  valorem  duties.    They  apply  only  to  the  specific  duty  usually 
assessed  on  the  basis  of  weight  or  the  number  of  units. 
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HONDURAS  PROMOTING  PLANTAIN  EXPORTS 

Honduras  has  sharply  increased  its  production  of  plantains.    Most  of 
the  fruit  is  for  export  to  the  United  States,  to  satisfy  the  demand  of 
Puerto  Ricans  and  other  Latins  in  New  York  City.    The  trade  estimates  there 
is  a  weekly  market  for  about  10,000  hunches,  averaging  30  pounds  each. 

In  the  past  9  months,  production  has  increased  to  7,000  hunches  a  week. 
Production  and  exports  are  expected  to  continue  to  increase  until  the  exist- 
ing demand  is  met,  and  then  level  off.    Plantains  are  grown  much  like  bananas 
and  in  Honduras  seem  to  be  resistant  to  most  banana  diseases.    Like  bananas, 
they  need  a  lot  of  moisture.    Work  to  provide  adequate  irrigation  has  been 
intensified. 

CUBA  HAS  GOOD  FRUIT  AND 
VEGETABLE  EXPORT  SEASON 

Official  import  data  are  not  yet  available  for  the  season,  but  inspec- 
tion and  fumigation  reports  show  the  following  Cuban  exports  to  the  United 
States: 

Mangos.    From  March  through  the  first  week  of  July  1958  only  18,700  containers 
of  mangos  (about  600,000  pounds)  were  fumigated  for  export.    The  low  volume 
of  exports  was  due  primarily  to  the  loss  of  a  high  percentage  of  the  first 
bloom  because  of  heavy  rains  and  high  winds. 

Limes.    The  first  lime  shipments  started  on  March  1  and  are  continuing. 
Through  June  30  approximately  500,000  pounds  were  exported  to  the  United 
States,  and  most  of  the  exports  were  packed  in  ^-5-P°und  containers.  All 
were  of  the  Persian  variety.    Exports  have  been  well  above  past  seasons 
because  of  the  small  crop  in  Florida. 

Oranges.    Oranges  are  not  normally  exported  from  Cuba  to  the  United  States. 
However,  Florida  processors  have  imported  about  28  million  pounds  of  fresh 
oranges  for  processing  into  juice.    The  smaller  crop  in  Florida  stimulated 
this  demand. 

Tomatoes.    The  export  season  began  in  November  1957  and  ended  in  May. 
Approximately  35  million  pounds  were  exported  and  nearly  all  were  packed  in 
either  10  or  20-pound  cartons.    More  than  75  percent  of  the  Cuban  crop  as 
stake -grown.    The  principal  variety  is  Manalucie.    Shipments  were  well  above 
recent  years  because  of  the  short  crop  in  Florida. 

Cucumbers.    The  export  season  began  in  late  November  and  ended  in  mid-April. 
Approximately  ^5  million  pounds  were  exported.    About  two -thirds  of  the 
cucumbers  are  now  grown  on  the  mainland  and  the  balance  on  the  Isle  of  Pines. 
The  principal  export  containers  were  65-pound  paper  bags  and  tub  bushel 
baskets.    Almost  95  percent  of  the  Cuban  cucumbers  are  repacked  in  Florida. 

U.S.  market  prices  for  cucumbers  and  tomatoes  were  well  above  any  recent 
season,  and  it  is  reported  that  Cuban  growers  are  planning  to  increase  acre- 
age of  each  commodity  during  the  next  season. 
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In  Canada's  drought  areas,  fairly  heavy  rains  during  the  third 
week  of  July  improved  condition  of  grain  crops ,  though  prospects  are 
still  for  a  below-average  wheat  harvest.    A  preliminary  trade  estimate 
places  Prairie  Province  production  at  300  million  bushels,  compared 
with  a  U50-million~bushel  average  during  the  past  5  years. 

Drought  has  been  worst  in  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba,  with  only  ho 
and       percent  of  normal  rainfall  up  to  July  7»    Alberta's  rainfall 
was  60  percent  of  normal.    Concern  for  the  feed  supplies  of  Saskatchewan 
and  Manitoba  has  lessened,  and  if  rain  is  sufficient  up  to  late  August, 
adequate  feed  supplies  may  be  produced  in  the  area. 
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